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1. Overall Description:

RAN3 would like to thank RAN for their reply LS related to the data forwarding for inter-RAT and intra-LTE HO, “RAN kindly asks RAN3 to consider protocol solutions to enable that the MME may influence the handling of the data forwarding for the inter-RAT and intra-LTE case and inform SA2 on any result to ensure finalisation of this topic until TSGs#46.”
RAN3 discussed protocol solutions for Rel-9 and agreed that the EPC shall not influence the handling of data forwarding for the inter-RAT and intra-LTE HO cases in case of direct forwarding path availability.
In the case of indirect forwarding, if the MME has decided that an E-RAB will not be subject to data forwarding, then the protocol indication, “Data Forwarding Not Possible,” will be provided within the HANDOVER REQUEST message for that E-RAB.  The target eNB may decide to not include the Transport Layer resources associated to the corresponding E-RABs as indicated by the MME. 

2. Actions:

To SA-WG2 group.

ACTION: 
RAN3 kindly asks SA2 to take the above into account and consider respective stage 2 modifications, if appropriate.
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