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1. Overall Description
RAN3 would like to inform SA2 that RAN3 discussed the issue of how an eNB should handle in release 8 the setup request of an E-RAB that has a QCI that is not supported by the eNB.

“Not supported” here is meant to say that the QCI value received in the request belongs to the logical range defined in TS23.203 (between 1 to 9) but that QCI value is not supported by the eNB. 

Some interpretations have been discussed:

· the majority of companies believe that the eNB shall reject the E-RAB setup request because QoS negotiation is not supported in release 8 and therefore it is not possible to accept to handle the E-RAB with a downgraded QoS. This view is somehow aligned with UMTS R99 QoS handling principle. The corresponding RAN3 CR is attached as R3-091280.

· Some companies however believe that because the QCI concept is derived from the diffserv traffic class RFC concept the eNB can still accept the E-RAB and apply a default QCI (e.g. QCI 9).This view is represented  in the attached RAN3 CR R3-090818.

Since SA2 designed this QCI concept, RAN3 would like to ask SA2 opinion on which one of these two interpretations of the QCI concept should be followed in order for RAN3 to specify the right handling of non-supported QCI received at the eNB. 

2. Actions 

To SA2 : 
RAN3 kindly ask SA2 to provide opinion on the outlined  interpretations of the QCI concept .
3. Date of Next RAN3 Meetings:

RAN3#65
24 August – 28 August, 2009
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