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1 Introduction
Generic container was introduced at last meeting [1]. Some problems with it are discussed in this contribution. 
2 Discussion
2.1 Issue 1: Tabular and ASN.1 misalignment in TS25.413 v8.1.0
RELOCATION REQUEST message
In Procedure text and tabular, Source RNC To Target RNC Transparent Container is used; while in ASN.1, Source To Target Transparent Container is used.
RELOCATION REQUEST ACKNOWLEDGE message
In Procedure text and tabular, Target RNC To Source RNC Transparent Container is used; while in ASN.1, Target To Source Transparent Container is used.

In the original CR [1], the misalignment didn’t exist. No generic container was used. 
Proposal1: Clarification or correction is needed here.
2.2 Issue 2: Backward Compatibility with Rel7 Target RNC
Considering the scenario - the source side is Rel8 RNC that supports the new feature, the target side is Rel7 RNC, and intra-3G relocation happens.

Rel8 RNC sends the octet string type Source To Target Transparent Container in the RELOCATION REQUIRED message, the SGSN will treat the container transparently and copy the octet string type container to Source RNC To Target RNC Transparent Container IE in the RELOCATION REQUEST message. Then the Rel7 Target RNC needs to decode the container to continue the relocation allocation procedure. 

The problem is: the Rel7 RNC can not decode the container, because the information inside is in octet string type; while in Rel7 RNC, it should be normal format. The source RNC codes the normal format Source RNC To Target RNC Transparent container to octet string type Source To Target Transparent Container. And the Rel7 RNC needs to be updated with decoding function to decode the octet string type to normal format before really reading it.

Since Rel7 RNC does not have this decoding function, so the Intra-3G relocation will be rejected. In this way, the Rel7 function is affected. 

There’s no problem with target to source direction. Because the normal format container information is transferred, and the source RNC can decode correctly.
Similar problem exists in GERAN.

Proposal2: Considering the backward compatibility, re-consideration on generic container is need.
3 Conclusion and Proposal
This contribution discusses the problem with generic container. It’s proposed to ask RAN3 to discuss the issues and proposals. 
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