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Introduction:

This paper is intended to capture working assumptions relating to the SPID and the setting and use of dedicated priorities in GERAN.
Working assumptions:

WA#1: Dedicated priorities received by a mobile station shall be stored by the mobile station until either:


- explicitly deleted


- replaced / overwritten by subsequent reception of new priorities


- timer expires (if a timer was associated with the priorities)

Dedicated priorities shall not be deleted for any other reason. In case of RAT changes dedicated priorities remains valid until changed by procedures defined within the target RAT or timer expires (if a timer was associated with the priorities).

Note: This is in line with UMTS / RAN2 agreements

WA#2: Absolute priorities (whether dedicated priorities i.e. obtained via point-to-point signalling, or priorities obtained from broadcast signalling) apply also in Packet Transfer Mode for autonomous cell reselection unless over-riding point-to-point priorities are signalled by the network

Note: signalling mechanisms for absolute priorities in packet transfer mode are FFS
WA#3: Any reference to "shall not" in service based handover indication on A or Gb interface takes precedence over any SPID information.

WA.#4: The possibility to signal different dedicated priorities for different GERAN cells (e.g. based on band / frequencies / NCC / ...?) for use when the mobile leaves GERAN (noting that reselection within GERAN does not use dedicated priorities) should be aligned with the approach taken by RAN2 for UMTS, provided that the amount of signalling required is not excessive.
Open issues:

O.I#1: How to prevent dedicated priorities which are set autonomously by one RAN node contradicting those sent by another node, resulting in ping-pong?

RAN2 have agreed the possibility of assigning "temporary" dedicated priorities with a timer.  How do we ensure that a mobile with such priorities doesn't subsequently get conflicting priorities in GERAN leading to ping-pong.


Note: One option is for the mobile to ignore dedicated priorities received if it already has dedicated priorities which are associated with a timer which has not yet expired (e.g. T320 in E-UTRAN)

