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1. Introduction

Currently in TS36.412 the requirement for prioritisation and flow control of signalling messages is captured as:
“The SCTP flow control may initiate higher layer protocols to reduce the signalling traffic at the source and prioritise certain messages”.

In this contribution Fujitsu propose to remove this statement since it is related to a specific implementation approach. .
2. Flow Control initiation of higher layer protocols
SCTP layer provides end to end flow control through a well understood sliding window mechanism.  SCTP defines flow control on a per-association basis as a basic function in SCTP.  If congestion occurs on a SCTP association then the means by which the node limits signalling traffic is an implementation issue.  SCTP doesn’t directly support a mechanism to inform applications if congestion is occurring so that any trigger for higher layer functionality is dependent on implementation.

One approach is for the SCTP flow control function to initiate higher layer protocols whilst in another implementation the SCTP user may monitor the congestion status.

The handling of the relationship between SCTP flow control and SCTP user prioritisation is considered an implementation issue within an EUTRAN node. 

3. Proposal
It is therefore proposed to remove the statement from TS36.412 and TS36.414.  “The SCTP flow control may initiate higher layer protocols to reduce the signalling traffic at the source and prioritise certain messages” since SCTP [1] doesn’t explicitly support such a trigger.
If agreed Fujitsu will prepare the CRs to TS36.412 and TS36.422

 Reference
[1]

IETF RFC 4960 (September 2007): "Stream Control Transmission Protocol".
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