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Start of the modification

8.4.4
Path Switch Request

8.4.4.1
General

The purpose of the Path Switch Request procedure is to request the switch of a downlink GTP tunnel towards a new GTP tunnel endpoint.

8.4.4.2
Successful Operation
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Figure 8.4.4.2-1: Path switch request: successful operation

The eNodeB initiates the procedure by sending the PATH SWITCH REQUEST message to the MME. 

If the ‎SAE Bearer To Be Switched in Downlink List IE in the PATH SWITCH REQUEST message does not include all SAE bearers previously included in the Ue Context, the MME shall consider the non included SAE bearers as implicitly released by the eNB.
After all necessary updates including the UP path switch have been successfully completed in the EPC for all SAE Bearers included in the SAE Bearer To Be Switched in Downlink List IE, the MME shall send the PATH SWITCH REQUEST ACKNOWLEDGE message to the eNodeB and the procedure ends. 

In case the EPC decides to change the uplink termination point of the tunnels it may include the SAE Bearer To Be Switched in Uplink List IE in the PATH SWITCH REQUEST ACKNOWLEDGE message to specify a new uplink transport layer address and uplink GTP-TEID for each respective SAE bearer for which it wants to change the uplink tunnel termination point. 

When the eNodeB receives the PATH SWITCH REQUEST ACKNOWLEDGE message and if this message includes the SAE Bearer To Be Switched in Uplink List IE, the eNodeB shall start delivering the uplink packets of the concerned SAE bearers to the new uplink tunnel endpoints as indicated in the message.

If the Handover Restriction List IE is contained in the PATH SWITCH REQUEST ACKNOWLEDGE message, the eNB shall store this information in the UE context and the information shall replace any previously received Handover restriction information.
The eNB should use the information in Handover Restriction List IE to determine a target cell for handover. If the Handover Restriction List IE is not contained in the PATH SWITCH REQUEST ACKNOWLEDGE message and there is no previously stored Handover restriction information, the target eNB shall consider that no access restriction applies to the UE.


8.4.4.3
Unsuccessful Operation
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Figure 8.4.4.3-1: Path switch request: unsuccessful operation
If the EPC fails to switch the downlink GTP tunnel endpoint towards a new GTP tunnel endpoint for one or more SAE Bearer included in the SAE Bearer To Be Switched in Downlink List IE during the execution of the Path Switch Request procedure, the MME shall send the PATH SWITCH REQUEST FAILURE message to the eNodeB with an appropriate cause value. 

End of the modification
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