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6.1.8.2
Transport Network Identifiers
Transport Network identifiers are used in the Transport Network Layer (TNL) to identify the transport bearer and may be used in User Plane in the actual data transmission using the transport link. The Transport Network identifier identifies the transport link according to the naming conventions defined for the transport link type in question. Both ends of the reference point of the concerned TNL shall memorise the Transport Network identifiers during the lifetime of the transport link. Each Transport Network identifier can be binded to an Application Part identifier.

The Transport Network identifiers vary depending on the transport link type.

Table 2 indicates examples of the identifiers used for different transmission link types.

Table 2: Examples of the identifiers used for different transmission link types

	Transmission link type
	Transport Network Identifier

	AAL2
	AAL2 Path ID + CID

	GTP over IP
	IP address + TEID

	UDP over IP
	IP address + UDP port


The communication of Transport Network identifiers is made in two ways:

When an ALCAP is used, the transport layer address communicated via the Radio Network Layers protocols (NBAP, RNSAP, RANAP…) is a Transport Network Control Plane address and the Transport Network identifiers are communicated through this Transport Network Control Plane only.

When no ALCAP is used, the Transport Network identifiers are directly communicated via the Radio Network Layers protocols (NBAP, RNSAP, RANAP…) on all interfaces.

In both cases, the transport layer address (e.g. IP address) is encapsulated by the Transport Network Layer in the NSAP structure as defined in [Annex A of [15], [16]] transported transparently on Iub, Iur and Iu-CS and passed transparently from the Radio Network Layer to the Transport Network Layer. The NSAP structure (encapsulation) is only used in order to provide to the TNL explicit identification of the type of the TNL address that is being conveyed by the given RNL protocol. It is then the responsibility of the Transport Network Layer to interpret this structure (e.g. to determine accordingly if the requested network type is ATM or IP).

On the Iu-PS, the NSAP structure is not used in RANAP but the 'straight IP addressing’ shall be used.

The following schemes depict the encapsulation of a native IPV4 address and  IPv6 address in NSAP structure when conveyed in RANAP, RNSAP and NBAP.
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Figure 6A: IPv4 address embedded in NSAP structure in RANAP/RNSAP/NBAP.
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Figure 6B: IPv6 address embedded in NSAP structure in RANAP/RNSAP/NBAP.
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