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1. Overall Description:

CT1 has discussed contribution C1-080710, which discusses some possible optimisations of the EPS session management (ESM) procedures. There, the proposal was to design the NAS ESM protocol in such a way as to allow the handling of more than one EPS bearer in one single procedure transaction. Examples of such use cases could, for example be, the setup of an IMS multimedia session or setting up a second PDN connection, both requiring the setup of more than one EPS bearer requiring different QoS.
During the discussion it was commented that there might be solutions in the access stratum (AS), whereby the S1-AP and the RRC protocols could support the transfer of several NAS messages towards the same UE (or from the same UE) "in one go" in an efficient way, e.g. by including several NAS messages in one UL or DL S1-AP and RRC Transfer message. Therefore, CT1 would like to know if the AS protocols between the EPC and the UE will provide this kind of mechanisms.
It was also commented that the CT1 proposal might be relevant for ongoing discussions in CT4. CT1 understands that CT4 is considering the use of an EPS session concept for the EPC protocols, whereby all EPS bearers related to a specific EPS session are handled within one single procedure during e.g. eNB handovers and EPS bearer setup/release. CT1 would like to be kept informed about any CT4 decisions in this area and whether there would be any possible impact on the CT1 specified NAS ESM protocol, e.g. in terms of the usefulness of introducing optimised NAS ESM procedures.
2. Actions:

To RAN2 and RAN3 groups.

ACTION: 
CT1 asks RAN2 and RAN3 groups to clarify whether the AS protocols between the EPC and the UE will provide for mechanisms to handle the transfer of several DL(/UL) NAS messages  towards the same UE in an optimised way, e.g. by including several NAS messages in one UL or DL S1-AP and RRC Transfer message.
To CT4 group.

ACTION: 
CT1 asks CT4 group to keep CT1 informed regarding progress in introducing EPS session concept for the EPC protocols specified by CT4. Especially any possible impact on the CT1 specified NAS ESM protocol, e.g. in terms of the usefulness of introducing optimised NAS ESM procedures.
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