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1 Introduction 

This paper discusses the need and usage of serving PLMN.
2 Discussion
The GUMMEI was introduced into the X2 handover at RAN3#59. This IE is used to determine serving MME in the target eNB. Previously it was assumed that Serving PLMN was used for this purpose in shared networks and for area and access restrictions. The PLMN in GUMMEI may very well be the same as serving PLMN. However, even if it is the same PLMN, Serving PLMN is needed for area and access restrictions. The eNB cannot differentiate the case that no access restrictions are applied and the case that only serving PLMN is allowed if serving PLMN is not included into the Handover restriction list.
Hence, serving PLMN has only the purpose to indicate allowed PLMNs in area and access restrictions. 
3 Proposal
We propose to move Serving PLMN into Handover restriction list and to make it mandatory in that IE by agreeing to [1] and [2]. 
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