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Introduction

ITU-T SG15/Q13 thanks 3GPP RAN 3 for the reply to its LS sent in 2007.

In this reply, 3GPP RAN 3 asked ITU-T SG15/Q13

· to consider answers provided in this LS

· to be informed of work progress of Q13/15

ITU-T SG15/Q13 answers to the above mentioned points are found below. 

Answers provided by 3GPP RAN 3

ITU-T SG15/Q13 has noted that RAN 3 has updated TS25.411 to take into considerations latest versions of G.823 and G.824 recommendations, and thanks 3GPP RAN 3 for the information contained in the change request enclosed to its reply. Q13 also thanks RAN 3 for the information related to future synchronization requirements in LTE.

Work progress of ITU-T SG15/Q13

ITU-T SG15/Q13 wishes to take the opportunity to inform 3GPP RAN WG3 about the recent progress made in Q13 activities.

Q13 efforts continue mainly to be related to the study of synchronization issues in packet based networks. Progress has been made since 2007 in this area, and Q13 has recently submitted three documents for consensus at last SG15 meeting (Geneva, February 2008):

· ITU-T Revised G.8261 - Timing and Synchronization aspects in Packet networks

· ITU-T G.8264 - Distribution of timing through packet networks

· ITU-T G.8262 Amendment - Timing characteristics of Synchronous Ethernet Equipment slave Clock (EEC)

These documents are attached to the liaison (see section "References").

The G.8261 defines synchronization aspects and network requirements in packet networks. It addresses both packet based methods and methods based on Synchronous Ethernet Physical layer.

General considerations that may be applicable to the distribution of timing reference for the support of frequency synchronization are provided in this recommendation.

The G.8264 and G.8262 mainly address the work related to Synchronous Ethernet Physical layer which enables frequency synchronization delivery. Together with G.8261, these recommendations complete the work of Q13 on Synchronous Ethernet technology.

Q13 future activity will continue addressing the delivery of frequency, phase and time over packet networks. The definition of IEEE 1588V2 profile(s) for telecom applications is for instance among the items that are planned to be addressed within Q13.

References (Links and Enclosures)

1. ITU-T Recommendation G.8261, (02/2008) Timing and Synchronization aspects in Packet networks – see attached

2. ITU-T Recommendation G.8262, (06/2007) Timing characteristics of Synchronous Ethernet Equipment slave Clock (EEC) – http://www.itu.int/rec/T-REC-G.8262/en
3. ITU-T Amemdment1 G.8262, (02/2008) Timing characteristics of Synchronous Ethernet Equipment slave Clock (EEC) – Amendment – see attached

4. ITU-T Recommendation G.8264, (02/2008) Distribution of timing through packet networks – see attached

Attachments:

<G.8261 - TD478R1/P >, <G.8262-amend - TD497R1/P>, <G.8264 - TD487R2/P >
Actions

ITU-T SG15/Q13 kindly asks 3GPP RAN 3 to be informed of work progress of RAN 3 regarding future synchronization requirements related to the new technologies and/or services in the wireless area.

We look forward to continue cooperation between the two organizations. Q13/15 will keep you informed of the progress of its work.
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