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Introduction
This contribution argues to introduce the Cause IE for the X2AP HANDOVER REQUEST and discusses 4 cause values that provide more information for the target eNode B about the reason of this specific HO request.
Discussion
The Cause IE is used to provide additional information for the case of an unsuccessful outcome of procedures or for the specific background of sending a message. Also for the X2AP the Cause IE has already been defined with the purpose to indicate the reason for a particular event for the whole protocol (9.2.8 in [2]).
Therefore the Cause IE shall also be introduced also for the HANDOVER REQUEST message of the X2AP. The following new cause values are considered to provide additional information for the target eNode B about the original reason of the handover event:
· Emergency HO: The HO was needed to avoid a call drop due to loss of coverage

· Better Radio Conditions: The UE could still have been served by the source cell but the HO is beneficial due to better radio conditions in the target cell.

· Load Balancing: The UE could still have been served by the source cell but HO was beneficial due to load balancing reasons. The cause value 'Load Balancing' specifically indicates to the target eNode B that the HO occurred in order to reach evenly loaded cells (a kind of 'load balancing' application might originally have triggered this HO type).

· Overload: The UE could still have been served by the source cell but the HO is beneficial in order to ease an overload situation in the source cell.

Above cause values provide valuable information to the target eNode B, for example can be used for admission control or could be used as feedback information for ‘load balancing’ application, , or could be used for other purposes like testing.

Proposal

It is proposed to agree on the introduction of the Cause IE and to the proposed cause values of the discussion section. If agreed it is further proposed to agree on the corresponding CR [1] for the needed changes in [2].
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