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1
Introduction

At RAN3#58 we received an LS from RAN2 in R3-072063, asking for introducing signalling means to transfer UE Capability Information once the eNB gets aware that the Radio Capability Information within the UE context needs to be updated. 
2
Discussion

One reason of the inclusion of the transfer of the UE radio access capabilities was to allow a dynamic update of the UE context content.

The flow as shown below was depicted in the LS:
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The flow shows a situation where the eNB requires more UE information upon receipt of the UE context from the MME. 

Firstly, it needs to be ensured that the UE radio capability can be provided to the eNB at all, which has impact to the INITIAL CONTEXT SETUP REQUEST message.

In order to allow the context to be setup quickly without waiting for the response of the dedicated eNB request for UE Capability information, a new procedure was introduced – “UE Context Update Indication”. 

The UE Context Update Indication procedure may be invoked whenever the eNB provides an update of the UE Radio Capabilities. It may also be invoked if any other UE context information within the eNB needs to be stored back to the MME.

There were discussions in RAN2, whether the UE would need a confirmation from the eNB that it has received the UE Capability information. It was also discussed whether the eNB should wait for a confirmation from the MME before it is sent to the UE. In our view, there is no need to wait for a confirmation from the MME, as there should be no error case possible and the transport of the signalling message should be reliable.

3
Proposal

It is proposed to discuss the taken approach and to agree on the accompanied CR.
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