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1. Overall Description:

3GPP TSG RAN WG2 has progressed the work on Release 8 Enhanced Uplink for CELL_FACH in FDD, which includes following conclusions: 
on initial grant:
· The common EDCH configurations provided in the System Information include an initial scheduled E-DCH Grant setting by including an AG index. 
on contention resolution:

· The E-AGCH is used as contention resolution channel and the E-RNTI is used for contention resolution.
It is ffs whether the UE should include the E-RNTI in the first transmitted MAC PDU only, or whether to include it in every MAC PDU until the contention has been resolved. 

· UE releases resources if the E-RNTI has not been received on E-AGCH upon expiry of the timer
· For CCCH messages no contention resolution is performed.

on resource release: 

· The NodeB is able to explicitly release the E-DCH resource via the E-AGCH, the details of which are ffs. 
· If the UE detects that all its data in its buffer has been sent, then the UE will report the empty buffer status with the Scheduling Information. 

No common understanding on the common EDCH resource allocation mechanism had been found, rooted in different understanding on the extent of flexibility, capacity and reliability for the common EDCH resource allocation. 
RAN2 could not agree on values for the following key parameters: 

· What is the maximum number of common EDCH resources required?
There has been consensus that at least 8 common EDCH resources should be provided, however the need for a maximum of 16 or 32 or even higher was seen necessary by some companies.

· How many RACH preamble sequence can provide access to one specific common EDCH resource? Should it be possible to access a common EDCH resource with all (configured) RACH preamble sequences or only with one to many, but not with all RACH preambles.

· How many common EDCH resources can be allocated with a single PRACH preamble sequence? Should it be possible to allocate every common EDCH resource in response to a PRACH preamble sequence or limit it to one or many, but not all RACH preambles.

· How many UEs can be granted access at the same access slot period? Is it sufficient to limit it to two UEs per AS, or is it recommendable to allow more UEs access during one AS. 
· What is the maximum number of signatures needed
2. Actions:

To RAN1 and RAN3.

ACTION: RAN2 kindly asks TSG RAN WG1 and WG3 to take the RAN2 conclusions under considerations. 
To RAN1.

ACTION: RAN2 kindly asks TSG RAN WG1 to further investigate the common EDCH resource allocation methods and express their preferences to TSG RAN WG2. 
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