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16.1.6
Load Balancing (LB)

Load balancing has the task to handle uneven distribution of the traffic load over multiple cells. The purpose of LB is thus to influence the load distribution in such a manner that radio resources remain highly utilized and the QoS of in-progress sessions are maintained to the extent possible and call dropping probabilities are kept sufficiently small. LB algorithms may result in hand-over or cell reselection decisions with the purpose of redistribute traffic from highly loaded cells to underutilized cells. 

LB is located in the eNB. The following principles are adhered to while performing load balancing:
1. The amount of residual capacity (available resources) must be exchanged between eNBs.
2. Residual capacity is reported in terms of the number of “reference calls” each eNB can support. The need for multiple reference call categories is FFS.
3. Event-triggered residual capacity measurement reports should be enabled between eNBs. The need for periodic reporting, in addition to the event-triggered reports, is FFS.
