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1. Overall Description:

CT1 has considered the two alternative tracking area concepts, "overlapping tracking areas" and "multi-TA registration", that were described in an LS from RAN3 (R3-061619 / C1-062247) and has also discussed two related contributions at their meeting CT1#45.
Concerning the complexity of the UE implementation and the coordination of S-TMSI allocation, CT1 came to the conclusion that there is no significant difference between the two concepts. A combination of both concepts, however, would result in additional complexity both on the UE and the network side. Therefore CT1 strongly recommends to select only one of them.

If an overlapping TA concept with hierarchical TA structures is used, this will require to store some additional information in the MME. Furthermore, when it comes to the ability to adapt to changing requirements (e.g. changing mobility patterns of the subscribers) CT1 sees advantages for the multi-TA registration concept, as with this concept the necessary adaptations could be restricted to the MME database, whereas with the overlapping TA concept also the E-UTRAN would be affected.

CT1 would therefore like to express a preference for the multi-TA registration concept.

2. Actions:

To SA3 group.

ACTION: 
CT1 kindly asks RAN3 to take CT1's opinion into account when making a decision between the two concepts.
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