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1. Introduction

In the last RAN3#54 meeting (Riga, Latvia), R3-061696, R3-061697 and R3-061736 propose to clarify when SCTP is used in the IP based Transport option in Iu, Iur, Iub, which node to have client functionality so to have a clear understanding which node to initiate the INIT to establish the SCTP association. During the discussion, it was clarified that for Iu and Iur interface, the current specification that describing the client and server function that apply to M3UA, should be also applicable to SCTP as well, therefore there is no need to provide further CRs to 25.412 and 25.422 respectively. However, as in Iub interface, there is no M3UA so it is still unclear which node (RNC or Node B) to initiate the INIT to establish the SCTP association. It has been identified in RAN3#54 that for Iub, it should be clarified. 

This contribution further discuss this issue and propose a way forward.
2. SCTP Association establishment
For the Iub interface where IP based Transport option is applied, it has been proposed in R3-061736 that Node B perform as a client function towards the RNC, therefore a Node B equipped with the SCTP stack option shall initiate the INIT procedure for establishing association. While some companies think that this is feasible, the proposal was not agreed as some companies think it should be the RNC to initiate the INIT towards the Node B, for the reason that the RNC is a central node which can control the among of signalling message towards Node B. NEC does not have any strong preference as either of the way will not have any big impact regarding the signalling load. This is because, normally, the establishment of the SCTP association is followed by the setup of cell, the number of signalling to establish the SCTP association is relatively low and its impact can be considered as almost negligible. However, if companies think the centre control in the RNC to initiate the association establishment is the most appropriate solution, it is also acceptable.
We propose that, for the SCTP association establishment in Iub interface when SCTP is used in the IP based Transport option, the RNC equipped with the SCTP stack option shall initiate the INIT procedure for establishing association.
3. Conclusion and Proposal

When SCTP is used in the IP based Transport option over Iub, the node to establish the SCTP association is discussed. It is proposed the RNC to initiate the INIT procedure towards Node B. The CR is in separate contribution.
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