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0 Abbreviations

	E-MBMS
	Evolved Multicast Broadcast Multimedia Services

	E-UTRAN
	Evolved UMTS Terrestrial Radio Access Network


1 Introduction

The proposal of this contribution is to disambiguate the SFN acronym in its current usage both for
· System Frame Number

· Single Frequency Network
2 Exposition
SFN "System Frame Number" is a well established 3GPP term. 

Regarding E-MBMS, we started discussing on SFN as "Single Frequency Network". There is a uneasiness as we are re-using the acronym SFN.
The term SFN as "Single Frequency network" is actually well-established in Radio Communications, and receives an accurate, dedicated definition in the specific literature.
Since we intend to use exactly the same method described as Single Frequency Network for the purpose of MBMS provision, we strongly recommend to preserve in the "new" acronym the term "SFN".
As disambiguator we would propose to use MB, standing for Multicast / Broadcast. The reason is that up until now SFN is discussed for MBMS purposes only - and this shouldn't change in the future.

In our opinion, it is recommended to use one the MBSFN, standing for 

· MBSFN - Multicast / Broadcast over Single Frequency Network.
Another commonly used expression in the context of E-MBMS is the term Multi-Cell. The use of this term seems inappropriate to us: the transmissions may take place from different radio base stations, but the perceived signal correspond to a single signal characterising a single cell –and not to multiple signals characterising multiple signals, which need to be combined in order to recover a single transport channel.
3 Conclusion and Proposal

It is proposed to liaise RAN#1 and RAN#2 and propose to use the term MBSFN in relation to the use of a Single Frequency Network for the purpose of MBMS delivery.
The draft LS is available in a separate contribution.
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