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1. Introduction

In TR R3.018, one general scheme for inter cell interference coordination has been provided, and the “starting point” assumption was mentioned [1]. But how to use this concept is still not very clear, so we will discuss this concept in this contribution.
2. Discussion
As we see it, the “starting point” is an initiate point for the scheduler to schedule the radio resources. At this point, the scheduler may need to know the current, past, and planned usage of related radio resources [2]. The detailed information content is FFS. 

One simple method to define a “starting point” for a cell is by network planning, i.e. basic restrictions for the usage of resource blocks at the cell edge will have to be planned in advance, and may be set up via O&M or similar mechanisms. [2].

 Another method is an intelligent method. That means once an eNodeB starts up, powers on, or a cell sets up, or re-establishes, the eNodeB or the cell should firstly get the related radio resource information from related entities or eNodeBs and decide its own specific “starting point”,  and then the scheduler can do radio resource scheduling. For a restarted eNodeB or a re-established cell, it can also recover its “starting point” according to history record if it is valid. Of course it can adjust the “starting point” by forecasting. If the eNodeB or cell is the first one in the network, the scheduler may use a default “starting point”. This default “starting point” can be configured by O&M as described in the last paragraph. 
To our understanding, one fraction of the physical radio resources can be used at the cell edge but not restricted to usage at the cell edge, and if needed, these sub-carriers can be used in the central area of one cell. Similarly, the sub-carriers used in the central of a cell can be scheduled to the cell edge if necessary. This makes the system more flexible and maximise the efficiency of radio resource. After the network system has been running for a while, the status of radio resources of each eNodeB or cell will change greatly and frequently. If an existing eNodeB or cell restarting or adding a new eNodeB or cell, the static “starting point” set up in advance by O&M is useless.
3. Conclusion
According to the analysis above, some conclusions can be reached:

1) The total bandwidth of a cell can take part in ICIC, unless some fractions of radio resources are restricted by O&M or other rules.

2) Each eNodeB or cell has its own specific “starting point”. That means once an eNodeB starts up, powers on, or a cell sets up, re-establishes, the eNodeB or the cell should firstly get the related radio resources information from related entities or eNodeBs and decide its specific “starting point”, and then the scheduler can do radio resource scheduling. For a restarted eNodeB or a re-established cell, it can also recover its “starting point” according to history record if it is valid. Of course it can adjust the “starting point” by forecasting. If the eNodeB or cell is the first one in the network, the scheduler may use a default “starting point” which is set up by network planning. 
4. Proposal
It is proposed to consider the conclusions and put them into TR R3.018.
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