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1. Introduction

A contribution [1] that discussed the logical interface between UTRAN and eUTRAN have been submitted and discussed in RAN3#51bis. There was no clear status of whether we will have a logical interface between UTRAN and eUTRAN.

This contribution discuss this issue again and show some discussions in order for RAN3 to have a clear assumption.
This is the re-submission of R3-061532 in RAN3#53bis meeting(Seoul)
2. Discussion

It has to ask whether we should ensure there is no impact on existing RNC for the Handover between UTRAN and eUTRAN.  It is of course clear that the impact on existing RNC should be as less as possible. This implies that, as proposed in [1], 

· no direction logical connection between RNC and eUTRAN

· the UE related information during Handover is transferred via the SGSN and MME/UPE between UTRAN and eUTRAN.
This firstly achieve that there is no new logical interface between the UTRAN and the eUTRAN. The Handover between UTRAN and eUTRAN would be to reuse the Relocation procedure. This implies that the eUTRAN need to support two kind of handover procedures, i.e. one for the intra-LTE handover procedure and one for the inter-RAT handover procedure. This however is unavoidable if the principle is not to have impact on the existing RNC because of introducing of the LTE, and further, RAN3 have assumed such assumption.
Secondly, as the UE related information during handover between UTRAN and eUTRAN is transferred via the SGSN and MME/UPE, it needs to have an assumption where to translate UE related information.  For example, when handover from UTRAN to eUTRAN, the RRC information is in the Source RNC To Target RNC Transparent Container, should be translated by the eUTRAN. Also when handover from eUTRAN to UTRAN, if necessary, the eUTRAN needs to set the Target RNC to Source RNC Transparent Container, which is understandable by in UTRAN. This implies that, 
· regardless of the handover from/to UTRAN to/from eUTRAN, the UE related information is translated by the eUTRAN

3. Conclusion

In this document, we discuss again the logical connection between UTRAN and eUTRAN. We propose the following:

· no direction logical connection between RNC and eUTRAN

· the UE related information during Handover is transferred via the SGSN and MME/UPE between UTRAN and eUTRAN.

· regardless of the handover from/to UTRAN to/from eUTRAN, the UE related information is translated by the eUTRAN

It is also proposed to capture the assumption in the appropriate RAN3 TS/TR.
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