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1. Overall Description

RAN3 discussed the topic of MME/UPE relocation for the different LTE states in the context of MME-UPE pool (S1-flex) for a fully meshed S1 interface or overlapping pool areas (see attached document for more details of overlapping pool areas). 

RAN3 felt route optimisation benefits from relocating the UPE will not be significant but  it identified that UPE change might be rather necessary from an operational/configuration background.  It was also felt that UPE relocation could be done in LTE-Idle mode (when the UE is not in active communication and there is no context in the eNB).

RAN3 was of the view that UPE relocation in active (where the UE is in active communication and an eNB context exist) was not needed from connectivity point of view.  Moving the user to LTE-Idle before performing the UPE relocation could be sufficient and there is no need for “real-time” UPE relocation and support of lossless data to be specified.  

However, RAN3 noted that there are ongoing discussions in SA2 about the role and functionality of the UPE (besides the header compression and encryption that has been decided already).  For example, is the UPE the anchor point for inter-system (2G/3G and LTE/SAE) handover or is there a change in UPE?    Is the UPE the point of attachment to the internet and is there a need to preserve the IP address while changing UPE?   Is the Inter-system Anchor co-located with UPE?  

RAN3 asks SA2’s guidance on whether these have an influence on the network deployment scenarios and the need for support of the UPE change in LTE-active mode before taking a final decision on this.  

2. Actions:

To SA2
RAN3 kindly ask SA2 view on MME and UPE relocation and the need for MME/UPE relocation in LTE-Active in particular.

3. Date of Next TSG-RAN3 Meetings:
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