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1. Overall Description:

TSG RAN WG3 has analysed call flows of intra-access mobility in active mode for LTE during RAN3#50.

In particular RAN3 has discussed the handover preparation i.e. when the source eNodeB contacts the target eNodeB in order to reserve some resources before the actual handover execution. The question arose regarding to which extend the ASGW must be involved during this phase. ASGW is defined as the entity comprising MME, UPE and inter-access anchor independently of how they are distributed.
RAN3 concluded that network resources are involved and not only radio resources, and also resources between eNodeB and ASGW must be granted. 
It was thus identified by RAN3 that for inter-RAT scenarios and inter-ASGW scenarios (change of ASGW during intra-access handover) the ASGW definitely needs to be involved in this resource allocation process. This particular conclusion was made also by analogy with the SGSN involvement in the 3g inter-SGSN relocation in release 6.
However, for the intra-ASGW handover, RAN3 would appreciate the opinion of SA2 since in some proposed solutions the handover preparation procedure was directly between the two eNodeBs without involving the ASGW. However it was felt by some companies that the ASGW would need to be involved also in this scenario, for example because of the resource allocation process between the ASGW and the target eNodeB. Another example could be to enable to re-negotiate the QoS at target side taking into account service consideration. SA2 may see some other reasons.
RAN3 assumes also that this scenario is the nominal scenario due to the flex nature of the ASGW-eNodeB interface and consequently the answer is of great importance. 
2. Actions:

To TSG SA2 group

ACTION: 
TSG RAN3 kindly ask TSG SA2 to provide back their opinion on the possible involvement of the ASGW in the handover preparation phase of the intra-ASGW nominal scenario and the reasons behind.
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