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1 Purpose

The purpose of this paper is to discuss the ongoing removal of features and make some proposals.

2 Introduction
A RAN Pl action was undertaken to identify some features to be removed from the standards at RAN#26.

This task was addressed again at RAN3#46 in R3-050245 from Nokia to coordinate the task with the following justification: "As the WCDMA networks and terminals are now in use on live networks, and new features like HSDPA/HSUPA are to bring new capabilities into the system, it should be possible to remove features, which seems not being used.
This would simplify specification, but also it enables evolution with less complexity as some unused features unnecessary complicate new feature development."
It should be noted that the task was addressed again at last RAN Pl#27 where a list was discussed. However, this list must be reviewed at next RAN Plenary and a formal agreement will be then taken on the removal for each of the identified feature.

2.1 Removal of features – proposal one
Among the features which seem not being used whereas terminals are now in use on live networks is the GERAN Iu feature. This feature obviously falls within the identified targets because it impacts the terminals which are now deployed. It is therefore a good candidate.
A second aspect to emphasize is the lingering discussions that have regularly taken place on RANAP to include Geran Iu functions without getting into too much tangle. For several procedures, text in meddled in Ranap specification to handle the specific case of Geran Iu because in that case the Ranap is run by a BSC and not an RNC which changes substantially the behaviour. This has lead to the above-mentioned complexity of reading, understanding and encoding. 
It is therefore here proposed to hear the view of other companies about this potential high simplication and clean up of Ranap regarding Geran Iu mode.

One specificity to be considered for this particular feature is the second role played by RAN3 as this is a Geran feature which impacts us. Therefore the decision pertains to Geran group.

What is proposed hereby, after discussion and if a common view is reached, would be to liaise Geran about this proposal and make the work in common if they accept.

2.2 Removal of features – proposal two

One other candidate for removal seems to fall within the scope of the definition above on IP transport.
There are currently two stacks in our specifications which have introduced IP transport option on top of the ATM R99 transport option. One of the reason is that the initial IP transport option was based on ATM layer 2 before the generic work on IP transport option was started end of year 2000 and agreed in February 2002.

This can be seen in the transport stacks in TS25410 but also holds true for other interfaces:
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The parts of specification impacted by this feature are quite well outlined and the clean up is quite limited to a few sections. Impacts are on Iu-PS and Iur (TS25410, 25412, 25420, 25422, 25426).
Since these transport stacks are under the control of RAN3 it is proposed to discuss in this forum whether to add this feature to the removal list proposed for approval at newt RAN Plenary.
3 Conclusion and Proposal 

It is proposed to discuss these two proposals for removal of features and if a common view is reached between RAN3 companies, it is proposed to

· send a LS to Geran for the first of these proposals,

· draft the CRs for the removal of the second proposal.
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