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1. Introduction

GERAN2 would like to thank SA4 for their LS on MBMS Session Repetition (S4-050198) and answer the questions addressed to GERAN2 on the MBMS Session Repetition Number.
2. MBMS Session Repetition Number: use, inclusion and impacts
The following questions were asked by SA4 to GERAN2:
Question:

Is the MBMS Session Repetition Number to be used over the Iu interface only or over the Gb interface too? Is GERAN2 going to use such a field to enhance their counting procedure in the GERAN?
Answer:

TSG GERAN2 has not designed a specific enhanced counting procedure, although this information may be useful within a BSS implementation in deciding whether or not to initiate the counting procedure within a GERAN cell. Therefore, TSG GERAN2 does not require TSG SA4 to design a special handling in this respect for the GERAN and this information can be passed down on the Gb interface.
Question:  
in case of an MBMS session to be delivered both to the RAN and the GERAN, is it acceptable the BM-SC time scheduling for the actual start of the data transfer be adjusted for the worst case, i.e. for the most delayed radio bearer establishment procedure (possibly that involving the GERAN if the enhanced counting procedure is not adopted in such a case)?

Answer:

In the scenario described by TSG SA4, TSG GERAN2 recommends to take into account the requirements coming from the GERAN when scheduling the time for the actual start of the data transfer at the BM-SC. In particular, the maximum time occurring between the session request from a mobile station, following a notification for that session requiring to perform the counting procedure, and the MBMS resource assignment from the network is currently set to 60s. Anyway, the actual time needed could be quite different, i.e. remarkably lower than the maximum one, depending on a per-cell basis.    

It is TSG GERAN2 opinion that the above requirement is to be carefully taken into account, since the time to data transfer (between the MBMS SESSION START REQUEST message delivery to the BSS and the actual start of the data transfer) is unknown by the BSS. 

In that respect, TSG GERAN2 would like to remind that TSG SA2 has decided that “the BM-SC is in charge of sending the MBMS SESSION START REQUEST message to the BSS at the appropriate time so that the BSS has to setup the MBMS radio bearer as quickly as possible” (S2-043415). 
3. Actions:

To SA4
ACTION:
GERAN2 kindly requests SA4 to take into account the above analysis and requirement when dealing with the MBMS Session Repetition Number and the time scheduling for the actual start of the MBMS data transfer at the BM-SC.
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