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1. Overall Description:

SA1 would like to thank RAN2 for their liaison in which RAN2 expressed its concern w.r.t. the MBMS service ID size in the currently agreed TMGI format.

In this LS, which was addressed to CN4 and copied to SA1, RAN2 questioned the need for a 3-octet MBMS service-ID. Would e.g. a 2-octet MBMS service-ID not be sufficiently large to handle all realistic scenarios ?

While the actual TMGI format needs to be decided in the relevant working groups SA1 believes, that the number of realistic scenarios that should be supported may become fairly high, i.e. could exceed 64K (which would be the limit for a 2-octet MBMS service-ID).

This conclusion is based on the following observations:

· There may exist several BMSCs, for which an operator may want to distinguish services

· The capability to join/combine several MBMS bearer services into distinct MBMS user services may require a larger number of  MBMS service-IDs.

· For "Carousel Mode" of MBMS user services it may be useful to include counters in the MBMS service-IDs, which again would increase the required number-range of such IDs.

For the reasons indicated above SA1 believes that it would be safer to assume a fairly large number of realistic scenarios, for which MBMS services would need distinct identifiers, potentially exceeding 64K.

2. Actions:

To RAN2

ACTION: 
SA1 would like RAN2 to take the comments made in this LS into consideration when discussing the MBMS service ID size
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