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1. Overall Description:

While discussing some of the physical layer related operations for MBMS channels, RAN1 identified some areas requiring further clarification from RAN2. 

MBMS related logical channels (MTCH and MCCH) are not seen from the physical layer, only the transport channel(s) FACH carrying the MTCH and associated MCCH are.Though it is the understanding of RAN1 that transport blocks carrying MTCH and MCCH may not necessarily be processed in the same way in particular from the combining point of view. Indeed combining may only apply on blocks carrying the same information, therefore reception techniques and complexity will vary with how the UE determines the blocks to combine. So questions from RAN1 are as follows :

· What is the information that the UE should rely on in order to identify when to apply combining and when not to apply combining? Is that a correct assumption the UE should solely rely on the MBMS NEIGHBOURING CELL INFORMATION transmitted on the MCCH or is there any other information the UE should consider? 
· Does the UE monitor the MCCH from a single cell and should we assume that combining may only apply on the MTCH?

· if the MCCH and MTCH are mapped onto the same SCCPCH, and since the MCCH, is of variable length, only the beginning of the MCCH being indicated in advance (as indicated in section 5.2.3 of TS 25.356), is that exactly clear when the MTCH on which combining applies starts on that SCCPCH ? 
· Assuming the scheduling applies on the MTCH and such scheduling information is provided on the MCCH, is sufficient time left for the UE to process the MCCH (and possibly understand where the MCCH stops) in order to identify the MTCH positions before having to read the said MTCH with the required QoS?
2. Actions:

For the RAN2 to consider questions listed above. 

3. Date of Next RAN1 Meetings:
TSG RAN WG1 Meeting #38bis 

      20-24 September, Seoul, South Korea
TSG RAN WG1 Meeting #39 

      15-19 November, Shin Yokohama, Japan
