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1. Introduction

It is unclear how RAN knows whether one MBMS Bearer Service is for Broadcast (BC) or for Multicast (MC) mode. Since the functionality in the RAN side for these modes are different (eg. counting is only for MC), it is proposed to clarify how RAN knows this. 

2. Discussion 

The SA2 TS has defined the MBMS Session Start Procedure and MBMS Broadcast Session Start Procedures. The latter one is explicitly named as used for BC services, and from this, it can be derived that the first one is for MC services. 

But by looking the messages in SA2 TS, these procedures uses the same messages with the same content, so they are equal and RAN side cannot distinguish which mode is in question. The simplest solution to carry BC vs MC information, is to include one parameter in the Session Start message.

SA2 TS has currently tracking /non-tracking parameter marked as FFS and we could even propose SA2 that this parameter is used for this purpose and it should be renamed eg. counting required/not required to more clearly represent its purpose. If RAN3 prefers to go for this approach, we should inform SA2.
3. Conclusion

It is proposed to clarify how RAN knows whether Session start is for BC or MC mode and inform RAN3 preference to SA2 in a LS. Nokia is willing to provide the LS.
