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1. Overall Description:

RAN3 discussed some remaining open issues for Trace Parameter Propagation over Iu interface during RAN3#41bis in order to prepare final stage 3 CR to support Signalling Based Activation in UTRAN. RAN3 would like to inform SA5 about the following points:

A - Trace Reference

RAN3 plan to re-use in Release 6 the Trace Reference IE, already defined in RANAP from Release 99 onwards (in both CN Invoke Trace and CN Deactivate Trace procedures). However, RAN3 would like to know whether the actual format of the IE (Octet String (2..3)) is suitable for SA5 from a Release 6 perspective i.e. enough space and suitable format.

B - Trace Depth

RAN3 discussed the presence and RNC behaviour related to the Trace Depth IE, defined as a mandatory parameter in TS 32.422. RAN3 would like to know from SA5 what is the latest status about the definition of the value “minimum” and “medium” for this IE (i.e. list of specific IEs and radio measurement IEs to be recorded). In case a complete definition cannot be finalised in Release 6, RAN3 will specify an optional Trace Depth IE in RANAP Trace activation message with the default value “maximum” in case the IE is not included.

C - List of interfaces to trace

RAN3 discussed the presence and RNC behaviour related to the List of interfaces to trace IE, defined as an optional parameter in TS 32.422. RAN3 prefers an explicit indication, i.e. mandatory IE, instead of an optional IE with the RNC behaviour of tracing all defined interfaces in case the IE is not included. This was agreed as a working assumption.

D – Triggering events

RAN3 discussed the need for the Triggering Events IE, for which currently nothing is defined in TS 32.422, from UTRAN perspective. RAN3 would like to inform SA5 about RAN3 agreed working assumption that this IE is not needed from UTRAN Release 6 perspective. 

E – Trace recording session reference

Based on the working assumption in the point above, RAN3 agreed that the RNC does not have to allocate a trace recording session reference on its own, when a trace session is activated and the trace record starts. Indeed from UTRAN perspective with no triggering events, the trace recording session will always start and stop at the same time as the trace session is activated and de-activated by CN.

However RAN3 agreed upon the need for RNC to receive a specific Trace Recording session reference, allocated by CN. Indeed it is needed by the RNC as it cannot differentiate two trace recording sessions belonging to the same trace session.

RAN3 would like to ask SA5 to indicate the value range needed for the Trace Recording Session Reference IE to be included in RANAP Trace activation message.

F – Release 6 Trace support for GERAN Iu-mode

GERAN Iu-mode support was introduced in RANAP Release 5. Current Release 99/4/5 CN Invoke Trace and CN Deactivate Trace procedures are using some GERAN IEs with references to GSM TS. Thus RAN3 would like to know what is the status of the Release 6 TS 52.008. Furthermore considering Trace Parameter Propagation support over Iu interface for GERAN Iu-mode, RAN3 would like to ask SA5 about the following:

· Is Trace support for GERAN Iu-mode in the scope of SA5 Release 6 trace work?

If yes:

· Should the Release 6 trace support for GERAN Iu-mode be based on current Release 5 RANAP trace support, considering that the GERAN IEs will then be documented in Release 6 TS 52.008 (as there is no Release 5 version of GSM TS 12.08 and GSM TS 12.20)?

· Or should the Release 6 trace support for GERAN Iu-mode be based on what RAN3 is going to specify for UTRAN?

2. Actions:

To SA5:

RAN3 kindly asks SA5 to answer the questions raised in the different points above, as well as take RAN3 working assumptions into account.

3. Date of Next TSG-RAN 3 Meetings:

TSG RAN WG3 Meeting #42 

10 – 14 May 2004, Montreal, Canada (same week as SA5#38)

TSG RAN WG3 Meeting #43 

16 – 20 Aug 2004, Prague, CR










































