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1. Overall Description:

RAN3 would like to inform GERAN WG2 that they further discussed the GERAN proposal of a generic UTRAN-GERAN addressing mechanism which RAN3 already commented as an answer liaison at RAN3#41.

In this answer liaison, RAN3 had commented three points: the addressing principles, the use of the Global RNC-Id and the information element coding.

Whereas RAN3 continues to support the generic addressing principles and the use of the Global RNC-ID, RAN3 discovered an issue on the actual encoding and would like to comment further on the third point.

Proposed Information Element Coding
RAN3 first confirms that the PLMN-ID part of the Global RNC-ID has a specific encoding for the MCC and MNC digits in RANAP and that this encoding is different than the one used in TS24.008.

However for the coding of the Global RNC-ID for RIM, the following distinction applies:

· when used in the header of the new RANAP message introduced for the support of RIM, the recommendation to follow existing RANAP specific encoding applies,

· when used in the header of the BSSGP RIM messages, this is to be used for the 2g to 3g routing and therefore the RANAP specific encoding should not be followed but instead the one from 24008.

About the coding of the GERAN Cell which is defined as PLMN-ID/LAC/RAC/Cell Identity, it is the understanding of RAN3 that a similar differentiation should be made:

· when the GERAN Cell Identifier is used in the header of the new RANAP message introduced for the support of RIM for the 3g to 2g routing, the recommendation to follow existing RANAP specific encoding applies,
· when the GERAN Cell Identifier is used in the header of the RIM message, this is to be used for the 2g to 2g routing and the RANAP specific encoding should not be followed but instead the one from 24008.
Consequently, RAN3 assumption is that an RNC (that implements both RIM layer and RANAP layer which are supposed to be independent) will take care to use the correct respective different encoding at the respective “layer”. Consequently also, RAN3 assumption is that a BSC (that implements only the RIM layer and not the RANAP layer) will encode the two IEs of the BSSGP RIM PDUs above-mentioned according to 24008.
2. Actions:

To GERAN group.

ACTION: 

To take into account the above-answers and take care of the encoding of the PLMN-ID part.
To CN4 group.

ACTION: 

3. Date of Next TSG-RAN 3 Meetings:

TSG RAN3 Meeting #42 

10 – 14 May 2004, Montreal, Canada 

TSG RAN3 Meeting #43 

16 – 20 August 2004, Prague, Czech Republic










































