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Introduction

The following document suggests an extension of the Information Transfer procedure for use on the uplink over the Iu interface.

Discussion

Currently the mechanism only allows the transferring of data in the downlink (to the RNC). However in the case that we are transferring RIM information, we also need to transfer the following BSSGP RIM messages in the uplink (to the CN) 

· RI REQUEST

· RI ACK

· RI ERROR

The service that RANAP provides in terms of transferring these messages is purely a transport over the Iu interface and the provision of some routing information as to where the information should be forwarded. Therefore the only procedure that is required in RANAP is the Information Transfer procedure in the downlink, and a corresponding procedure in the uplink that has the following functions:

1) Transferring of data

2) Provision of routing information as to where the information should be forwarded.

Therefore it is the understanding of Vodafone that the required uplink procedure could be either in the form of a “Request to forward the included information to the destination point (i.e. BSS)” or it could be in the form of a “transfer of information to the destination point via CN”.

It is also the understanding of Vodafone that the only layer in the RNC that is requesting the destination node to provide some information is the BSSGP layer.

In order to try to clarify this functional split between layers, Vodafone has provided two potential mechanisms.

1) An amendment to [1] that slightly modifies the procedure text of the Information Transfer Enquiry procedure in RANAP to clarify that it is actually a request to forward data.

2) An alternative CR to 25.413 that provides a new Class 2 RANAP procedure called “Uplink Information Transfer” that is initiated by the RNC towards the CN.

Proposal

Vodafone propose that one of the 2 attached CRs [2] to TS25.413 is agreed to correctly reflect the function being provided by the RANAP layer on the Iu interface.
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