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1. Overall Description:

TSG GERAN WG2 group is aware of the work in progress in TSG RAN WG3 to introduce inter-RAT NACC from UTRAN to GERAN. As GERAN 2 is currently performing a reengineering of external (inter-BSC) NACC in the GERAN specifications, we foresee to introduce inter-RAT addressing / routing capabilities in order to allow interoperation between two NACC peer entities running respectively in UTRAN and in GERAN.

Because there is no BSC identifier specified in GERAN, the RAN Information Management (RIM) procedures ([1] TR 44.901, [2] TS 48.018) make use instead of the "Cell Identifier" of a cell parented by the source or the destination BSC involved in a procedure. The same Cell identifier is used as well in the Core Network to route the PDUs towards the destination node.

It has been anticipated, in the case of inter-RAT NACC between GERAN and UTRAN, that a "Global RNC-Id" (PLMN-Id || RNC-Id) address form could be a convenient means to route RIM PDUs towards UTRAN.

A generic addressing mechanism, based on the principles already used for GERAN / UTRAN interworking over the A interface ([3] TS 48.008) is proposed for review in the document attached to the present LS. Two address types (Cell Identifier and Global RNC-Id) have been identified, but additional possibilities, e.g. UC-Id = RNC-Id || C-Id, could be easily introduced in the future if deemed necessary.

Further to this, TSG GERAN WG2 has made the working assumption about using a TLV-based coding for the RIM messages as for any other message specified in [2] TS 48.018. This assumption encompasses the RIM Routing Information IE as proposed in the attached document.

TSG GERAN WG2 would like to ask TSG RAN WG3 and TSG CN WG4 to comment on the considered addressing principles, on the suggestion to use the "Global RNC-Id" to address RIM PDUs towards UTRAN, and on the proposed information element coding.

Note: TSG GERAN WG2 will be very pleased to transmit to TSG RAN WG3 and TSG CN WG4 the Change Request introducing RIM / NACC modification in GERAN as soon as it will be available.

2. Actions:

TSG GERAN WG2 would like to ask TSG RAN WG3 and TSG CN WG4 to comment on the addressing principles considered to exchange RAN information between GERAN and UTRAN nodes, on the suggestion to use the "Global RNC-Id" to address RIM PDUs towards UTRAN, and on the proposed information element coding.

3. Date of Next TSG GERAN WG2 Meetings:

GERAN WG2 Meeting #18bis 
22 – 26 Mar. 2004
Phoenix, USA

GERAN WG2 Meeting #19 
20 – 22 April. 2004
Cancun, Mexico
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