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1. Overall Description:

RAN3 would like to thank SA2 for their LS on RAN Assumptions in MBMS TS in S2-032149. In answer to that LS, RAN3 would like to inform SA2 of the following agreements in RAN3 which are directly linked to the points highlighted in the original LS:

· "When the UE link (MBMS service(s) the UE has join) is provided to UTRAN"
RAN3 agreed that the UE Link (MBMS service(s) the UE has joined) is provided to UTRAN when the UE moves to PMM-CONNECTED and sets up a RAB or when the UE joins an MBMS Service and is in PMM-connected due to an existing ps RAB. So, this can happen at any point in time during Service Availability (i.e. before, between and after Sessions). The UE Linking will be performed via UE dedicated Iu procedures.
Additionally, RAN3 would like to inform SA2 that the time at which the UE Link is provided over the Iur interface is still under discussion.

· "Whether transfer of session attributes is done over the Iu or the Iur interface"
RAN3 made the working assumption that the MBMS Session Attributes are provided via the Iu interface (even in the DRNC case). This working assumption includes the fact that the DRNC will send an "RNC Service specific Registration" to its default SGSN.
This so-called Registration mechanism is similar to the "MBMS Bearer Request procedure" in section 8.4 of TS 23.246 and one identified consequence is that it may have to go upwards through the CN in a similar way. The Registration mechanism is used to register the DRNC in the SGSN so that it can receive the Session Attributes in the MBMS Session Start message over the Iu interface. Whether it also allows the bearer plane to be established if the session is started or not is FFS.

· "What is the definition of the “MBMS Service Context” for RAN. It could be a context containing all the service information (created in RNC at Session Start) or a context created when the first UE is linked to the service in the RNC (possibly before Session Start)."
As a consequence of the first agreement, RAN3 also agreed that the MBMS Service Context is created in the SRNC during service availability when first UE was linked. If no MBMS Service Context exists when the Session Start arrives in the RNC then an MBMS Service Context shall be created. The "DRNC case" is still under discussion.
When and how the Iu User Plane is established for a given MBMS Service is still under discussion and RAN3 will keep SA2 informed of the outcome of these discussions.

Furthermore, in order to progress in its work on MBMS, RAN3 would like to get some answers on the following points:

Question 1: RAN3 would like to know how the Multicast Area will be defined: is it going to be a list of Routing Areas, a set geographical coordinates (like a polygon) or something else?

Question 2: It was agreed in RAN3 that it would be interesting for the RNC to have some quantified information on the duration of the MBMS Session. RAN3 would like to know whether it is possible to obtain such an information and to include it in the Session Attributes.

2. Actions:

To SA2 group.

ACTIONS: 

1. RAN3 asks SA2 to take into account the above agreements in RAN and update TS 23.246 accordingly.

2. RAN3 asks SA2 to answer the questions raised above.

3. Date of Next TSG-RAN3 Meetings:

TSG-RAN3 #37
25th – 29th August 2003
Budapest, Hungary.

TSG-RAN3 #38
6th – 10th October 2003
Sophia-Antipolis, France

