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1. Overall Description:

It has been brought to GERAN2’s attention that the latest version of the Work Item Description for ‘Early UE handling in the 3GPP system’ presented to TSG SA#19 in TD SP#19(03)0125 lists in the ‘Affected existing specifications’ a reference to a TS under GERAN2’s control:

	Spec No.
	CR
	Subject
	Approved at plenary#
	Comments

	48.008
	GERAN 2
	[Carriage of UESBI in BSSAP and] definition of Handover Reject cause and related BSS behaviour
	GERAN #14 (April ’03)
	For possible influence of GSM to UMTS handover


The objectives of the WI also mentions that: “[…] The candidates identified by TSG RAN […] were: […] 3) IMEI-SV solution to the CN, with an indication to the UTRAN and GERAN; indication may be derived from IMEI-SV or may be IMEI-SV itself. The GERAN impacts are expected to be linked to inter-RAT handover. […]”

From this information and from the expected changes to other 3GPP specifications, GERAN2 would like to clarify that it is their understanding that:

1. When a handover from GERAN to UTRAN is attempted, the RNC may reject the handover if it is known that the mobile station does not behave correctly in the handover procedure or in a subsequent UTRAN procedure.

2. A new reject cause is to be added to the [RANAP] RELOCATION FAILURE and [BSSAP] HANDOVER FAILURE messages.

3. The behaviour of the BSC towards this mobile station can be modified after such failure of the handover procedure. Typically, the BSC should not attempt further handovers to UTRAN for this mobile station.

The WID objective goes on to say: “[…] Unless there is a specific request from TSG-GERAN, this stage 2 will not deal with A/Gb issues apart from GSM-UMTS handover […]”. This topic has been discussed in TSG GERAN meetings #12 and #14 and so far there are no proposals to extend the ‘early UE handling’ WI to be used for the introduction of major GERAN features.

It is also GERAN2’s understanding that it has not been decided yet:

1. If the UESBI (whether the IMEI-SV or a bitmap) will be provided by the CN to the RNC at the Handover/Relocation Preparation procedure

· In this case, it needs to be ensured that the UESBI is sent by the CN to the RNC during the Handover/Relocation Preparation procedure in time for the RNC to decide whether to accept or reject the handover. In this case, GERAN2 believe that there is no need for the BSC to be made aware of the UESBI.

2. Alternatively, if UESBI needs to be sent from the BSC to the RNC, transparent to the CN.

· If this is the case, the UESBI needs to be known by the BSC and it therefore needs to be sent to the BSC in the following three cases:

a) By the RNC, at UTRAN to GERAN handover

b) By the another BSC, at intra-GERAN external handover

c) By the CN, at call establishment in GERAN

Both alternatives are believed to be feasible, although only the second option would require changes to BSSAP messages and would therefore have slightly higher impact on the BSSAP specification. GERAN2 kindly requests feedback from SA2 regarding the chosen approach.

GERAN2 would also like to point out that the changes to BSSAP are expected to be made during the GERAN2 #14bis meeting in May, which means that they cannot be officially approved by TSG GERAN before the TSG GERAN #15 meeting in June, just after TSG SA #20 in June.

2. Actions:

To SA2 group.

ACTION: 
GERAN2 kindly asks SA2:

1. To provide an update on the status of the Work Item after the SA2 meeting in May.

2. To confirm GERAN2’s assumptions listed above.

3. To study whether the UESBI can be sent by the CN to the RNC during the Handover/Relocation Preparation procedure in time for the RNC to decide whether to accept or reject the handover.

4. As a result, to confirm whether the BSC is expected to send the UESBI to the RNC at handover. If this is the case, to confirm:

· That the UESBI needs to be forwarded from an RNC/BSC to the BSC at inter-RAT/external handover.

· Which mechanism is to be used to send the UESBI from the CN to the BSC at call establishment (e.g. addition of the UESBI to the COMMON ID message)

5. To confirm that the changes are to be included in the Release 5 version of the 3GPP specifications.

3. Date of Next TSG-GERAN and TSG-GERAN WG2 Meetings:

TSG-GERAN WG2 Meeting #14bis
19th – 23rd May 2003
San Diego, USA

TSG-GERAN and WG2 Meeting #15 
24th – 26th June 2003
TBD, Canada

