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1. 
Introduction

SA2 wish to inform RAN2/3 groups of the availability of the TS 23.246 version v0.6.0 sent for information to the next SA.

SA2 has introduced procedures in TS 23.246 which in general do not make assumptions about RAN’s open issues. Nevertheless, in order to progress the work on the overall architecture, some assumptions on RAN aspects have been identified. It has been seen as preferable to highlight these aspects needing RAN feedback. 

The following aspects have been currently highlighted as needing RAN feedback: 

· When the UE link (MBMS service(s) the UE has join) is provided to UTRAN

· Whether transfer of session attributes is done over the Iu or the Iur interface

· What is the definition of the “MBMS Service Context” for RAN. It could be a context containing all the service information (created in RNC at Session Start) or a context created when the first UE is linked to the service in the RNC (possibly before Session Start).
The impact on the architecture can be seen, for example, through the following procedures:

-
In the Bearer Request procedure which registers the RNC in the SGSN and also to allow bearer plane to be established if the session is started, the current step 1 implies at least the following RAN assumptions:

· A RNC cannot send Bearer Request prior to Session Start.

· Service information have to be transferred to a DRNC via the Iur interface (to allow the UTRAN to select the RNC responsible of data distribution mechanism)

-
In the Bearer Release procedure, some points are written as FFS needing some RAN inputs.

This list of RAN open points may not be exhaustive and SA2 will be pleased if RAN2/3 groups could indicate any other RAN aspects of the TS that raise concerns.

2. Actions 

To RAN2/3

SA2 kindly ask RAN2/3 to provide their comments on the latest version of TS 23.246, in particular on the aspects highlighted above. 

3. Date of Next TSG SA WG2 


TSG SA WG2 #33
7-11 July 
Sophia Antipolis


TSG SA WG2 #34
18-22 August 
Brussels






























































































