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1. Overall Description:

CN4 discussed the LS sent as informational copy to our WG and felt it was pertinent to indicate our opinion on this issue. From a Core-Network viewpoint the MSC Server is indicating the Guaranteed bitrate in the RAB Assignment with the understanding that this shall be the lowest rate that will be used. The definition in TS 25.413 states the Guaranteed bitrate to be:

 “..Conditional valuefor the case of Support Mode for pre-defined SDU sizes: Set to highest not rate controllable bitrate..” 

CN4 assumes from this that no rate control of any mode below or equal to the mode that corresponds to the Guaranteed bitrate as indicated by the MSC shall occur. This would mean that if the Guaranteed bitrate was set to some value between the lowest rate mode in the Active Codec Set (ACS) and the Maximum Bitrate mode then it would not expect the lower rates to be used – as they are below the guaranteed bitrate for which the QoS attributes are fulfilled (as defined by SA2). Therefore from the MSC point of view it would seem pointless to define a mode other that the lowest mode to be used as the Guaranteed. 

From a TrFO aspect – indicating the ACS through the network in the OoBTC procedures means to each node that any mode in the ACS (maximum mode to minimum mode) may be used. If one MSC would indicate to the RNC that it cannot reduce the rate below an arbitrary mode in the ACS (i.e. setting guranteed bitrate higher than the lowest mode as indicated by the RAN3 LS) this cannot be known by other nodes in the network. If for some application or call intervention in the core-network an entity is added that does not support the highest modes in the ACS it could issue a new Maximum Rate Control procedure toward both RNCs, however if an RNC has received Guaranteed Bitrate as some value higher than the minimum mode this may infact be a request below the Guaranteed Bitrate, in which case the RNC could not accept this.  

For this reason, for TrFO an MSC shall indicate that the Guaranteed Bitrate shall be the lowest mode to be used in the ACS. 

2. Actions:

To group. SA2, RAN3

ACTION:  CN4 kindly requests SA2 & RAN3 to take this requirement into account when replying on this issue to SA4.
3. Date of Next CN4 Meetings:

CN4 #18
10th Feb. – 14th Feb. 2003
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