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1. Overall Description:

CN4 would like to inform RAN3 that CN4 is currently investigating codec modification and codec re-negotiation procedures. Although the investigations are ongoing, and CRs on TS 23.153 have not yet been agreed upon, CN4 agreed that a “Modify Bearer” procedure is required at the Iu-Cs interface for IP transport to synchronise the switch-over between different codec and/or bearer characteristics during these procedures. Such a Modify Bearer procedure is currently lacking for IP transport. CN4 would therefore like to ask RAN3 to investigate how a “Modify Bearer” procedure, with functionality as detailed below, can be provided.

The “Modify Bearer” procedure is used to synchronise user plane changes, i.e. to indicate if the arriving PDUs transport the new or old payload within IuFP. The RNC and the CN are informed via out-of-band signalling that a change in the payload will occur before they apply the “Modify Bearer” procedure, so a description of the payload may not be signalled within this procedure, but an indication when the payload changes is required. The “Modify Bearer” procedure is not required for IP transport in case of a change between two Iu UP payloads using Iu UP Support Mode, where the Iu UP initialisation provides similar functionality. However, in Rel.5 the “Modify Bearer” procedure is required for a switch-over between UP framing protocol Support Mode and Transparent Mode, as required for UDI fallback. The “Modify Bearer” procedure may also be used for changes between different payloads in Iu UP transparent mode in future releases.

For AAL2 transport, ALCAP signalling provides this functionality.

The agreed callflow is depicted in the figure below:
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2. Actions:

To RAN3 group.

ACTION: 

CN4 asks RAN3 to investigate how a “Modify Bearer” procedure can be provided for IP transport for the Iu interface starting with Release 5.

3. Date of Next CN4 Meetings:

CN4 #16
23rd Sep. – 27th Sep. 2002

USA
CN4 #17
11th Nov. – 15th Nov. 2002

Bangkok, Thailand
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