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1. Description:

SA2 would like to inform both RAN3 and CN4 of a decision made by SA2 in its previous meeting #24 concerning IP version support on the Iu interface. 

As a result of the initial LS from RAN3 on this topic (R3-021116), SA2 discussed and approved a CR introducing the Iu IP transport option into 23.060 for Rel-5. The approved CR is attached for information, however the changes are now included in 23.060 v5.2.0.

During the discussions related to this CR, SA2 saw no reason for treating the Iu interface differently from the Gn interface when it comes to IP version support. It has previously been agreed in SA2 that to avoid any complex interworking mechanisms at transport level, when IPv6 is supported in the backbone network, then IPv4 shall also be supported. The problem and arguments in this respect are equally applicable to the Iu interface where RNCs of different releases, and hence with different IP version capabilities, may have to communicate with each other. As a consequence, SA2 agreed that when the IP transport option is used on Iu, then IPv4 and IPv6 shall be supported.

SA2 believes that this decision is in line with the RAN3 decision to mandate IPv6 on all new interfaces in the RAN and with the SA2 decision to avoid complex IPv4-IPv6 interworking in the backbone network.

2. Actions:

RAN3:

To update relevant specifications under RAN3 responsibility according to the above-mentioned requirement.

CN4:

To take this requirement into account in their ongoing investigation.

3. Date of Next SA2 Meetings:

SA2 #26
19 – 23 August 2002
Toronto, Canada

SA2 #27
14 – 18 October 2002
TBD

