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1. Overall Description:

In CN4#15, CN4 discussed the problem of mapping the Cause IE as defined in 25.413 to the RANAP cause used in GTP (29.060). Currently GTP simply refers to 25.413 for the definition of this parameter. In 25.413 this cause is defined as a choice of several sub-causes so that up to 10 bits are used for the coding of the cause, even if the cause value itself is only defined from 1 to 256. Unfortunately 29.060 offers only one octet for transporting the RANAP cause. Therefore CN4 identified the following problems:

· GTP cannot transport the RANAP cause in a transparent way. The RANAP cause has to be translated from the 25.413 cause to a simple hex-coded value according to its value definition in 25.413

· Even with the above described mapping function, GTP has a problem to support the cause value 256

To deal with the first problem, CN4 already agreed to replace the simple reference to 25.413 to a description on how to translate the 25.413 Cause IE to the 29.060 RANAP cause. The corresponding R99 CR (N4-021067) is attached for information.

For the second problem, CN4 kindly asks RAN3 to change 25.413 so that it restricts the use of the cause value to a range from 1 to 255. This change should be implemented from R99 onwards. CN4 hopes that this request is acceptable for RAN3 because cause values 129 to 256 are defined as non-standard values and most probably cause value 256 is not used in any actual implementation.

2. Actions:

To RAN3 group.

ACTION: 


CN4 kindly asks RAN3 to consider the above-described problem and to update 25.413 to limit the range of RANAP cause values to a range from 1-255 from R99 onwards.

3. Date of Next CN4 Meetings:

CN4 #16
23rd Sep. – 27th Sep. 2002

Miami,
USA
CN4 #17
11th Nov. – 15th Nov. 2002

Bangkok, Thailand
