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1. Introduction

This document address the MBMS impact foreseen on RAN3. In particular, the foreseen impact in Iur is discussed in this paper.

2. Issues to be discussed

Due to the mobility of the UE, it may result in a situation that the MBSM service data stream is sent via the Iur. In this case, if nothing special to do in DRNC, the DRNC will just transfer the data stream to the UE similar that in R99. This would however cause an insufficient use of the resource because if the MBMS data stream is the same as the one from the Iu interface, multiple bearers and therefore bandwidth will be established. If the resource used for multicast is felt to be optimized for this case also, a mechanism has to be studied.

A possible way to do the resource optimization is to have the CRNC selecting either the stream from Iur or Iu. A simple way would be to always select the data stream from the Iu. This is because due to the mobility of the UE, the life-time of the Iur connection to a UE may not be longer than the one of the Iu.

If it is felt feasible that the above optimization can be done, one question would be, how does the CRNC know whether the data stream from the Iur is same as the one from the Iu. A possible way is having a new identifier in RNSAP and RANAP relevant messages. The identifier shall be able to identify the difference of the data stream and that identifier shall be also transferred to the CRNC by the RNSAP when the radio link is requested to be established.

However, still some issues need be studied. 

· Need to have identifier also in the Iur: RNSAP in order for the SRNC to identify that the data stream is same as the one from Iu.

· To select the data stream from the Iu and ignore the data stream from the Iur, may cause an architecture impact because currently, the DRNC is only transfer the data from the Iur to the Iub and all are under control of SRNC.

· If the data stream from the Iu is terminated due to some error situations, can the RNC switch over and transfer the data stream from Iur and how about the timing?

3. Proposal

It is proposed to discussed the issue with relates to Iur for MBMS. If TR is to be provided and it is agreeable, the text in chapter 2 of this contribution to be included in the appropriate chapter of the TR.







