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3
Definitions and abbreviations

3.1
Definitions

For the purposes of the present document, the following terms and definitions apply.

Iu Timing Interval (ITI): Iu Timing Interval is the minimum time interval between sent Iu UP PDUs for a specific RAB. The ITI can be calculated for conversational and streaming traffic classes by the following formula:
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Inter PDU Transmission Interval (IPTI): inter PDU Transmission Interval is the actual interval at which Iu UP PDUs can be sent at a certain time for a specific RAB subflow combination expressed as a number of ITIs. The IPTI of a RAB subflow combination is calculated based on the RAB subflow combination size and the RAB subflow combination bitrate by dividing the RAB subflow combination size with the RAB subflow combination bitrate and then dividing the result with the ITI.




[image: image3.wmf] 

Bitrat

e

 

RFC

 

size

 

RFC

 

IPTI

 

g

 

g

 

g

 

=

 

,

 

_

 

_

 

bination

s

 

subflowco

m

 

of

 

numbe

r

 

n

 

n

 

g

 

=

 

=

 

,

 

,

 

,

 

1

 

K

 

Divided by ITI

 


NOTE:
If RFC_Bitrate is not defined then IPTI=1. If RFC_size is not defined then RFC_size=MaxSDUsize.

Non Access Stratum (NAS) Data Streams: non Access Stratum Data Streams is a generic term to identify these data streams exchanged at the Dedicated Service Access Points between the Non Access Stratum and the Access Stratum.

RAB sub-flows: RAB as defined in [9] is realised by UTRAN through one to several sub-flows. These sub-flows correspond to the NAS service data streams that have QoS characteristics that differ in a predefined manner within a RAB e.g. different reliability classes.

RAB sub-flows characteristics:

1)
the sub-flows of a RAB are established and released together at the RAB establishment and release, respectively;

2)
the sub-flows of a RAB are submitted and delivered together at the RAB SAP;

3)
the sub-flows of a RAB are carried over the same Iu transmission connection;

4)
the sub-flows of a RAB are organised in a predefined manner at the RAB SAP and over the Iu interface. The organisation is imposed by the NAS as part of its co-ordination responsibility.

RAB sub-flows numbering (applies to support mode for predefined SDU size only):

1)
RAB sub-flows are numbered from 1 to N (N is the number of sub-flows);

2)
RAB sub-flow number 1 corresponds to the highest reliability class and the RAB sub-flow number N corresponds to the lowest reliability class;

3)
RAB sub-flows order inside the Iu frame is predefined so that RAB sub-flow number one comes first and the RAB sub-flow number N comes last.

RAB sub-Flow Combination (RFC): RAB sub-flow combination is defined as an authorised combination of the RAB sub-flows variable attributes (e.g. SDU sizes) of currently valid RAB sub-flows that can be submitted simultaneously to the Iu UP for transmission over Iu interface. Each combination is given by the CN and cannot be altered by the SRNC.

RAB sub-Flow Combination Indicator (RFCI): this indicator uniquely identifies a RAB sub-flow combination for the duration of the Iu UP peer protocol instances i.e. it is valid until the termination of the call or until a new initialisation is performed. Usage of RFCI applies only to Iu UP protocol operated in support mode for predefined SDU size.

Principles related to RFCI allocation and Initialisation procedure:

1)
RFCI value is present in every Iu user frame;

2)
in the Initialisation procedure in Iu UP, the size of every RAB sub-flow SDU for each RFCI is signalled.

Syntactical error: field is defined to be syntactically incorrect in a frame if it contains at least one value defined as "reserved", or if its value part violates syntactic rules given in the specification of the value part. However it is not a syntactical error that a value specified as "spare" is being used.

Semantical error: A frame is defined to have semantically incorrect contents if it contains information which, possibly dependant on the state of the receiver, is in contradiction to the resources of the receiver and/or to the procedural part.

6.5.2
Initialisation procedure

6.5.2.1
Successful operation

This procedure is mandatory for RABs using the support mode for predefined SDU size. The purpose of the Initialisation procedure is to configure both termination points of the Iu UP with RAB Subflow Combinations, RFCIs, and associated RAB Sub Flows SDU sizes necessary to be supported during the transfer of user data phase.

Additional parameters may also be passed, such as the Inter PDU Timing Interval (IPTI) information.

The Initialisation procedure is always controlled by the entity in charge of establishing the Radio Network Layer User Plane i.e. SRNC.

The Initialisation procedure is invoked whenever indicated by the Iu UP Procedure Control function e.g. as a result of a relocation of SRNS or at RAB establishment over Iu. The Initialisation procedure shall not be re-invoked for the RAB without a RAB modification requested via RANAP [3].

When this procedure is invoked all other Iu UP procedures are suspended until termination of the Initialisation procedure.

The RNC indicates the Iu UP Mode version it uses for the initialisation as well as the Iu UP Mode versions it supports for the related RAB. The sender should use the lowest version for the initialisation that has enough information to initialise the highest proposed protocol version.

The SRNC allocates a RAB sub-Flow Combination indicator (RFCI) to each RAB sub-Flow Combination it initialises. The association of indicators to RAB Flow Combinations is valid in the Iu UP until a new Initialisation procedure is performed or the connection is terminated.

The Procedure Control function may also generate additional Iu UP protocol parameters necessary for the RAB service to operate properly over Iu.

To each RAB sub-Flow combination indicator is associated the size of each RAB sub-Flow SDU of that combination. 
The actual Iu interval at which Iu UP PDUs can be sent at a certain time for that combination (i.e. represented by the IPTI value as defined in section 6.6.3.24) may also be associated to each RAB Subflow combination indicator. When it is not associated, this interval is assumed to be equal to the ITI. The list of RAB sub-Flow Combination Indicators and their respective SDU sizes constitutes the RAB sub-Flow Combination set passed over the Iu UP in the INITIALISATION control frame i.e. into an appropriate Iu UP PDU Type.

The first RAB sub-Flow Combination proposed in the list of RAB sub-Flow Combination indicates the initial RAB sub-Flow Combination i.e. the first RAB sub-Flow Combination to be used when starting the communication phase i.e. the Transfer of User Data procedure. The RAB sub-Flow Combinations for rates below the guaranteed bit rate, e.g. SID or "NO_DATA" (defined by the length of all subflows set to "0") shall not be used as the first RFC in the proposed list of RAB sub-Flow Combinations.

Any RAB Sub-Flow Combination of the set that is initialised shall be supported by the two Iu UP termination points and may optionally be used by the sender (except for the first in the list that shall be used when starting). In particular, the use by the sender of the RFC "NO_DATA" is optional even when it is included in the Initialisation procedure.

Conversely, any RAB Sub-Flow Combination that is not part of the initialised set shall not be used even if supported. In particular, the two Iu UP termination points shall be capable of operating without the use of the RFC "NO_DATA".

The complete set of information is framed by the Iu UP Frame Handler function and transferred in an Iu UP INITIALISATION control frame. If needed, the  INITIALISATION control frame CRC is calculated and set accordingly in the respective frame field.

A supervision timer T INIT is started after sending the Iu UP INITIALISATION control frame. This timer supervises the reception of the initialisation acknowledgement frame.

Upon reception of a frame indicating that an Initialisation procedure is active in the peer Iu UP entity, the Iu UP protocol layer forwards to the upper layers the RAB sub-Flow Combination set to be used by the Procedure Control function. It also stores the RAB sub-Flow Combination set in order to control during the transfer of user data, that the Iu UP payload is correctly formatted (e.g. RFCI matches the expected Iu UP frame payload total length). The CN entity receiving the INITIALISATION control frame shall choose a version that it supports and for which it has enough initialisation information.

If the INITIALISATION control frame is correctly formatted and treated by the receiving Iu UP protocol layer, this latter sends an initialisation acknowledgement frame using the version of the Iu UP Mode that is chosen.

Upon reception of an initialisation acknowledgement frame, the Iu UP protocol layer in the SRNC stops the supervision timer TINIT.

If the Initialisation procedure requires that several frames are to be sent, each frame shall be acknowledged individually (i.e. any frame to be sent shall wait for the acknowledgement of the previous sent frame to be received before being sent). The supervision timer shall be used individually for each frame being sent.

The successful operation of the Initialisation procedure may require that one or several chained frames are positively acknowledged. The number of INITIALISATION control frames in such a chain shall not exceed 4. Each chained frame shall be positively acknowledged before the one with the next frame number can be sent.

The Frame Number IE of an INITIALISATION control frame shall always be set to "0" when the chain has only one frame. When several INITIALISATION control frames are used in a chain the Frame Number IE shall be set to "0" for the first one and incremented by one in the sending direction for each new frame in the chain. The positive acknowledgement or negative acknowledgement shall carry the frame number of the frame being acknowledged.

Upon reception of an INITIALISATION NEGATIVE ACKNOWLEDGEMENT control frame, an erroneous acknowledgement or at timer T INIT expiry, the Iu UP protocol layer in the SRNC shall reset and restart the T INIT supervision timer and repeat one INITIALISATION control frame with the same frame number. The repetition shall be performed up to N INIT times, N INIT being chosen by the operator (default N INIT = 3). The N INIT (maximum number of allowed repetitions) is the aggregate count for each frame in the chain and is restart each time a frame is positively acknowledged.

Consequently, when in the communication phase (as indicated by internal functions in the Radio Network layer), the frame transmission starts in downlink in the initial RFCI.
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Figure 9: Successful Initialisation of Iu UP for m RFCIs

6.5.2.2
Unsuccessful operation

If the INITIALISATION control frame is incorrectly formatted and cannot be correctly treated by the receiving Iu UP protocol layer, this latter sends an INITIALISATION NEGATIVE ACKNOWLEDGEMENT control frame.

If the receiver does not support the Iu UP Mode version for the Initialisation procedure, it shall send a negative acknowledgement using the highest version it supports among the versions proposed by the sender. If none of the proposed versions are supported, the receiver shall respond with a negative acknowledgement using the highest version it supports.

After N INIT successive negative acknowledgment, erroneous acknowledgment or timer T INIT expiry for INITIALISATION control frames having the same frame number, the initialisation procedure is unsuccessfully terminated. The Iu UP protocol layers (sending and receiving) take appropriate local actions.
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Figure 10: Unsuccessful initialisation of Iu UP: 1) N INIT negative acknowledgement
or 2) N INIT expiries of timer TINIT
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