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1 Introduction

During recent 3GPP TSG RAN WG3 meetings, it was proposed to use an extended version of ITU-T specification Q.2630.2 for connection setup in case of interworking between IP-UTRAN nodes and UTRAN nodes with ATM interface.

As already mentioned in R3-013320, it is preferable to standardise such “Delta Q.2630” in ITU-T. A corresponding action has been taken in ITU-T, so this contribution aims to report on the findings at last meeting.

2 Progress in ITU-T

Siemens submitted a contribution (SAT-059) to the ITU-T Study Group 11 meeting of "BICC and other groups“ from December 3 through 7, 2001, in San Antonio, addressing requirements for enhancements of Q.2630.2 to simplify interworking with IP network portions in mixed AAL2 / IP network scenarios.

The requirements presented in SAT-059 are motivated by noting that, as 3GPP moves onward from Rel4 to Rel5 of UMTS standardisation, the bearer network technologies in UTRAN (UMTS Terrestrial Radio Access Network) will incorporate IP besides ATM. 

The discussion within Question 9/11 lead to the agreement to start specifying signalling requirements for mixed AAL2 / IP network scenarios, i.e. for interworking of AAL2 type 2 bearers with IP. The minutes of Q.9 show “that additional contributions are sought to advance the understanding of the need”.

3 Foreseen Actions at ITU-T

It is the intention of the proponent to provide a company contribution to next ITU-T SG 11 meeting from 18th February – 1st March 2002 in Geneva. This contribution shall present in detail signalling requirements for AAL type 2 / IP interworking scenarios to initiate protocol specification.

4 Proposal

Since the finalisation of a signalling protocol for AAL type 2 / IP interworking within ITU-T SG11 cannot meet the IP UTRAN due date, it is proposed to create a 3GPP Technical Specification for  IP-ATM interworking in UTRAN. A draft version for this TS will be presented by the proponent to this RAN WG3 meeting Nr.26.

This specification shall be maintained in RAN WG3 until it is becoming obsolete by availability of a corresponding ITU-T specification. The proponent is volunteering to take the rapporteurship for this TS.
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