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RAN3 would like to apologise for the delay that has occured in handling the SI regarding the direct SRNC-Node-B bearers. Due to the prioritisation of other activities, RAN3 was not able to conclude on this SI earlier.

RAN3 has investigated consequences of using the direct SRNC-Node-B bearers. Depending on the situation in which the direct bearers are used, several benefits and drawbacks of using the direct bearers are identified (see attached TR).

No blocking issues have been identified which should stop the introduction of the direct bearers in the UTRAN.

2. Actions:

Alternative 1: RAN3 advises TSG-RAN to move the SI into a WI.

Alternative 2: RAN3 has accepted a resulting CR (Tdocxxxx; CRyyy) under the TEI WI. Therefore if this CR is approved at TSG-RAN, no further action is needed.

