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1. Overall Description:

RAN3 thanks GERAN2 for their LS on inter-BSC/RAN Network Assisted Cell Change (r3-012181 [formerly g2-010196]).

RAN3 recognises that the feature will impact one or more RAN3 specifications, at least in the cases where either the source or target cell is within UTRAN. 

After a brief discussion, RAN3 could not see any significant problems with introducing such a feature. It was noted that in the current UTRAN specifications, limited neighbour cell information is exchanged over Iur, although no problems were foreseen with a solution using a new procedure over Iu (and Gn) with the system information being carried in a transparent container. 

Unfortunately, RAN3 is not well placed to comment on the usefulness of the NACC feature, as this seems to depend on the time needed to read system information in the new cell, and whether it is possible to read the information before the cell reselection, both of which are more relevant to RAN2 (or RAN4) than to RAN3.

As the timescales for Release 5 are now very short, RAN3 requests that clear guidance on the chosen solution be provided as soon as possible, in order to allow time for the protocol work to be completed. 

2. Action:

To GERAN2 group.

ACTION: 
RAN3 asks GERAN2 to inform them when it is concluded whether the information shall be sent over the Iu interface or the Iur-g interface (or both). An early response would be appreciated if GERAN would like RAN3 to conclude the work before the Release 5 deadline.
3. Date of Next RAN3 Meetings:

RAN3_24
22nd – 26th October 2001

New York, USA.

RAN3_25
26th – 30th November 2001
Makahuri, Japan.

