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SA2 thanks RAN3 taking the requirement below into account.

“For Iu mode to Iu mode Inter-MSC Hand-Over / SRNS relocation the MAP E interface transporting RANAP messages shall be used. Alternatively, in the case of intra-PLMN handover, the GSM to UMTS inter-system handover or SRNS relocation between two MSC-areas may be executed as intra-MSC inter-system handover or SRNS relocation respectively. In such a case this will be performed by utilising a direct SCCP connection between the target RNC located in the target MSC-area and the MSC server already involved in the call.”

SA2 has restricted this requirement to intra-PLMN handover cases due to charging and security issues. Direct access to access networks by foreign operators could lead to security problems. Charging and accounting are core network functions.

This was the initial reason that for SA2 the scope of the requirement for R4 did not need to include Inter-PLMN handovers. It does not mean that SA2 requires RAN to prevent inter-PLMN handover in their solution. Further SA2 may consider revisiting this restriction in later standards releases of 23.221.






















































