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1. Introduction

The WI ” RAN work for Intra Domain Connection of RAN Nodes to Multiple CN Nodes” has been agreed in the TSG-RAN#10 and the TR25.895 to describe the work for this WI was also created in RAN-WG3. This WI for RAN is a building block and its parent feature (WI: “Intra Domain Connection of RAN Nodes to Multiple CN Nodes: Overall System Architecture”) is under responsibility of S2, it is not clear what RAN-WG3 has to do currently as SA-WG2 is currently studying the overall architecture. 

This contribution intends to clarify what RAN-WG3 has to do currently.

2. The handling in RAN-WG3

As described in [1], the study of this WI is for the purpose the RNC is able to connect to multiple CN nodes. Since this WI has essential impact on the Iu interface, RAN-WG3 is responsible for the work for changing 25.401, 25.413 and [possibly] 25.331(?).

According to the “common understanding” in RAN groups, Technical Report shall be provided when a new WI has become approval and therefore the TR25.895 was created in order to record the study and also to show the progress to TSG-RAN. The updated TR shall be provided to each RAN-WG3 meeting.

At the same time, the SA-WG2 is responsible for the overall architecture study, it is therefore thought that there are two ways to process the study in RAN-WG3:

No. 1) RAN-WG3 also at the same time studies e.g. the requirement, the architecture and etc.

No. 2) RAN-WG3 pending the work until the work in SA-WG2 has almost reached conclusion or assumptions. If the SA-WG2 faces some difficult issues and ask RAN-WG3 to solve, RAN-WG3 shall study the issue at any time.

It is thought that the alternative No. 2) above is preferable because it can avoid duplication of the work between different groups.

3. The working procedure in RAN-WG3

If alternative No. 2) is taken, the work procedure in RAN-WG3 is assumed as follows:

· The work in RAN-WG3 is pending until it is informed by SA-WG2. That means there will be no updated TR until the work is started. However, the WI-sheet shall be reviewed if it is happened that it has to be updated, e.g. change of the target date.

· Whenever requested, RAN-WG3 shall study the issues raised by SA-WG2 and find the solutions

· The rapporteur shall input information of SA-WG2 (e.g. latest situation, pending issues etc.) to each RAN-WG3 meeting.

· If it is informed by SA-WG2 that RAN-WG3 can start the work, RAN-WG3 shall start the work base on the overall architecture that SA-WG2 has decided.

· RAN-WG3 first capture the requirement and overall architecture to the TR25.895 base on the TR in SA-WG2. 

· Secondly, extract the part (e.g. procedure description, signalling flows etc.) which may have impact on Iu interfaces from the TR in SA-WG2.

· At the same time, any proposal to change specification such as 25.413 etc. can be discussed.

· During study, the rapporteur of 25.895 capture all the alternative proposals to the study area chapter of the 25.895 and also capture all the agreements to the agreement chapter of the 25.895 if something can be agreed.

· Lastly, approved all the CRs and report to the TSG-RAN that all the work is complete.

4. Conclusion and Proposal

· It has been proposed that the work with regards to the WI: ” RAN work for Intra Domain Connection of RAN Nodes to Multiple CN Nodes” in RAN-WG3 shall be pending until it is informed by the SA-WG2. It is in order to avoid duplication work between different groups.

· It is also proposed to review the working procedure with regards to this WI in RAN-WG3 which is shown in chapter 3 of this contribution.

· If agreeable, a LS can be sent to SA-WG2 to inform them the working procedure taken in RAN-WG3.
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