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Introduction

During the Iub/r SWG, an ad hoc was set up to review the use of conditional presence in RNSAP and NBAP. Richard Townend from BT acted as rapporteur for the ad hoc.

This document is a brief summary of the output of the meeting. Two parallel drafting teams have been preparing the four CRs needed to implementing the proposed changes to the NBAP and RNSAP specifications (R99 and Rel 4).

Agreed Principles

The following three principles were agreed, at least for RNSAP and NBAP:

1.(a) If the condition is met, it is mandatory that the IE is present. 

   (b) If the condition is not met, the IE shall not be present.

2. All conditions shall be derived directly from the contents of the message, and not from historical events.

3. Conditions should read “The IE shall be present if ...”, without stating what happens if the condition is not met.

Note that 3 means that terms like “may be present” and “is present only” are to be avoided, as they contradict the principle (“may”) or are redundant (“only”) when the principle is understood. 

Techniques Used to Implement the Principles

The right hand column in the table in 9.1.2.1 describing the different presence values is copied from RANAP, which is fully aligned with the first principle.

Additionally, a number of techniques have been used to modify the tabular format according to the principles; these can be summarised as follows:

1) Existing Conditions reworded to fit the “standard wording”

2) In a very small number of cases, the condition was reversed, so that a positive test resulted in mandatory presence.

3) Typos in existing Conditions were corrected 

4) For Conditions such as “C-atleastone”, the Presence changed to Optional, some procedure text is added, and the condition deleted.

5) For Conditions such as “C-ifalone”, the Choice formulation that is used in the ASN.1 is made explicit in the tabular format. The condition is removed.

6) For Conditions which explicitly specified that the IE was optional if the condition was not met, the Presence changed to Optional, some procedure text is added, and the condition deleted.

7) In one case (SSDT Cell Id), the existing formulation of “may be present” was agreed to be an error, and was corrected to “shall be present”.

Other Comments

During the Ad Hoc and the drafting of CRs, the following issues were raised:

1) It is not clear that the forwards compatibility is guaranteed for Conditions that are conditional on the contents of an extensible IE 

2) It was questioned whether the optionality of the Diversity Control IE in the RL Reconfiguration procedure was sensible. It was not agreed to make any change from this ad hoc, but it was agreed to raise the issue.

3) Careful checking is required for the CRs that we have already, and are currently approving. There is likely to be an overlap with any CR that introduces or edits a condition statement in either RNSAP or NBAP. Authors who think that this may apply to their CRs are advised to check with someone who attended the Ad Hoc.
4) Careful checking of the cases where there was no explicit indication of “shall be present only” in the old condition is needed by delegates.

Conclusion

The ad hoc successfully agreed a set of principles for RNSAP and NBAP, and enabled two small drafting groups to produce CRs to align the specifications to the principles in a backwards compatible way. 

The rapporteur wishes to thank the delegates from Motorola, Nokia and Nortel who assisted with the preparation of CRs.

