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1 Purpose
The purpose of this paper is highlight some potential issue with criticality handling. 

2 Message type criticality
Today the message type is present in all messages of the NBAP, RNSAP and RANAP specifications. It is used to identify the procedure to be run or provide a successful/unsuccessful outcome message.

In all the above-mentioned specifications, different “criticality” values have been assigned depending on the message. 

Today in nbap&rnsap, most messages have criticality reject, but some have ignore and can be of various types: radio link reconfiguration messages (commit, cancel..), indication messages (restore, failure..) but also request messages (common TCH resources, downlink power control, dedicated measurement request).

In Ranap, class2 messages have been set to ignore and class1 messages set to reject.

However, in the case the Message Type is not comprehended, the criticality to apply cannot be known. Therefore the Message Type of all messages should be set to the same criticality or it should be stated that the message type criticality only applies to the procedure code.

3 Proposal

It has to be agreed whether either it should be stated that the criticality should be set to the same value for all ”message type” or it should be stated that the message type criticality only applies to the procedure code. 
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