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1 Introduction

In the last RAN3 meeting (RAN3 #19) it was discussed how to place the new IEs in the extension containers: before or after the ellipses. The decision in the meeting was to place the new elements before the ellipses in the Release 99 specifications, and make the decision for Release 4 specifications in the next meeting.

2 Discussion

From the encoding point of view there is no difference if the new IEs are placed before or after the ellipses. Therefore it seems logical to put the new elements before the ellipses and leave the ellipses at the end of the container to indicate that the new IEs shall always be put at the end. This is also in line with the Release 99 decision of the last meeting.

When having several specification versions there will be situations shown in the table below where three new IEs have been added in the extension container of the Release 99 specification. In the Release 4 specification there is in addition to the Release 99 IEs one new Release 4 specific IE that has been added before the R99-3 IE. In Release 5 specification there is additionally one Release 5 specific IE, before the R99-3 that is a very late correction in Release 99.
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This means that the nodes supporting Release 99 specification have to be able to handle a situation where nodes supporting Release 4 specification send ‘unspecified’ IE in between the Release 99 IEs. In this case the order of the received IEs have to be interpreted to be correct by the receiving node.

The Error Handling chapter (IEs or IE groups received in wrong order or with too many occurrences) in NBAP, RNSAP, RANAP and SABP specifications should therefore be updated to reflect the above mentioned situation by stating that when the correct order is determined only the IEs specified in the specification version of the receiving node shall be considered.

3 Conclusion

It is proposed that 

1. The new IEs in the extension containers are placed always before the ellipses in the order of their introduction.

2. NBAP, RNSAP, RANAP and SABP specifications are updated as proposed in the previous chapter to ensure the interoperability between nodes based on different specification versions.
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