
TSG-RAN Working Group 3 meeting #18
TSGR3#18(01)0273

Stockholm, Sweden, 15 – 19 January 2001 

Source: NEC
Title: Proposed LS to N4 on GTP-U version negotiation
Document for: Approval

To:

TSG CN WG4
From:

TSG RAN WG3

Subject:
GTP-U version negotiation
Contact: 
ngcheng@mcs.abk.nec.co.jp

RAN-WG3 discussed the need for GTP-U version negotiation on RANAP during  meeting #18 (Stockholm, Sweden). As the result of the dicussion, it was suggested that it would be helpful if some opinions are provided from CN-WG4 on that matter. Therefore CN-WG4 is kindly asked to give answer to the questions listed below.

1) RAN-WG3 has become aware of the fact that GTP-U no longer has version supported message. Is this decision taken with knowledge about the Iu interface, and especially the forwarding tunnel, where GTP-C is not present?

2) If the answer of 1) is no, does N4 see a need to have GTP-U version negotation for the forwarding tunnel?

3) If the GTP-U version negoation is needed, CN-WG4 could be kindly asked if CN WG4 has a view on how  the GTP-U version negotiation could work in the Inter-SGSN Relocation?

4) RAN-WG3 has discussed shortly a method for GTP-U version negotiation on RANAP, i.e. indicate the GTP-U version in relevant RANAP messages (see attached R3-010074 for detail). However, this solution is against the main design principle applied in RAN WG3 specification work, i.e. the independence of Radio Network Layer and Transport Network Layer. Following this principle, the GTP-U version negotiation should be on GTP (i.e. the Transport Network Layer) level. Would CN-WG4 give opinion on this solution?
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