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RAN3 has received a contribution at RAN3#17 suggesting that there is a requirement for a mechanism for linking RABs in Release 4. However, RAN3 recognises that this issue has system-wide implications and would appreciate some guidance from SA2 (and maybe RAN2 and GERAN) before proceeding with the work.

The basic assumption behind the discussion was that for future releases, call control signalling (e.g. SIP) may use a RAB rather than the direct transfer mechanism for transport over the Access Stratum. 

In the proposal (and subsequent discussion) it was suggested that a mechanism was required where RABs could be linked such that if one (i.e. the one used for signalling) is failed or released, all linked RABs (i.e. the associated data streams) must also be released. 

It is anticipated that there are two scenarios in which such failures/releases could occur:

· within the UTRAN/GERAN due to handover or some internal failure.

· at Relocation (over Iu), when some RAB(s) are “failed to establish” 

RAN3 asks for guidance from SA2 on whether there is a requirement for the Access Stratum to support such a behaviour in the general case, only at relocation, or not at all.

If it is felt to be applicable in general, RAN3 suggests that RAN3 and RAN2 both include this as part of their Release 4 work item on “RAB Support Enhancements”.

