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1 Subject

The was identified as follow:

· The selected signalling bearers have limitation in terms of maximum SDU size:

· Usually 4 Kbytes for SAAL-UNI

· Recommended 250 bytes, possible 4 kbytes for connexionless SCCP

· "Certified 64 kbytes" for connexion oriented SCCP. In fact the protocol itself does not have any limitation, but the PICS are only validating up to 64 Kbytes.

· Handling of large messages may be a issue by itself in terms of performance

2 Discussion

Over the reflector, it has been proposed the following concepts:

· Frequent messages shall be kept small (like RL management) whereas less frequent messages (like Logical O&M) could be larger

· The independence between the applicative layer and the transport layer shall be maintained, thus segmentation of long messages shall be handled by the transport layer rather than by the application.

· SSCOP could be used over Iub instead of SAAL-UNI to raise the maximum SDU size to almost 64 Kbytes

· The use of preconfigurations previously loaded and referenced instead of describing them in each messages could be used to efficiently reduce the size of the messages.

The outcome of the discussion what the following:

· It seems to be a general agreement that the notion of preconfiguration is an interesting concept, even if more study and details are required.

· One caveat has been drawn concerning the removal of SAAL-UNI.

As a side but related topic, the possibility to remove the SCCP layer for the IP based stacks in Release 2000 has been mentioned

3 Conclusion

It seems that on the notion of preconfiguration, there is enough agreement to start working on a detailed proposal.

Concerning the connexionless SCCP limitation and the SAAL-UNI limitation and the way to remove these limitation, more discussion is required.
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